this. Worked examples taking the longer-term general practice approach, with guidance on frequency of testing and how to discern when watchful waiting is slipping into neglect, would be helpful.
The main title could cover most aspects of psychiatry but the subtitle tells us that the focus is considerably narrower. The book aims to examine the language disturbances in schizophrenia, to see if these are developmental and to introduce the skills and roles of speech and language therapists.
Communication problems in schizophrenia traditionally referred to as formal thought disorders-have been well recognized since the days of Bleuler and Kraepelin (a fact reiterated frequently in the book). Most psychiatrists consider thought disorder an important feature for the diagnosis of schizophrenia, but the concept is beset with problems including lack of clear definitions, unreliable measuring instruments, non-specificity and lack of understanding about pathophysiology and aetiology. These aspects are addressed in only one paper, by Philip Thomas, who provides a fresh linguistic perspective to classification. In the same section, Frith widens the scope of the concept considerably to include most of the psychopathology of schizophrenia and Chaika, a linguist, hypothesizes a disorder of attention as a cause and introduces a different vocabulary to describe these disorders. The section highlights continuing problems with the concept, including the disparate hypotheses to explain the same phenomena, the lack of a common language and in Frith's case the precise nature of its boundaries.
The section on causation is briefer and includes a paper that considers the possibility that schizophrenia is a genetic disorder involving the genes responsible for language. The evidence is based on behavioural and intellectual deficits and findings of cerebral asymmetry in children who have gone on to develop schizophrenia as adults. Another paper reports on the correlation between language deficits and behavioural problems in young children, although the relevance of this to schizophrenia is unclear.
The last section is written mainly by speech and language therapists and begins with an overview of their skills and roles. Two other papers cover two methods of psychotherapy (one impressively named neuro-linguistic programming) which may be used by speech and language therapists. These papers talk about the approaches in a general manner since little is known about the exact nature of these disturbances and there is no clear information on what interventions are useful. Only one chapter reports on a study specifically designed to help chronic patients to improve their conversational skills, using principles of speech and language therapy.
The book is a collection of papers presented at a symposium and this is a major disadvantage. Hence, it includes a paper which is a planned study, findings from a research project still in progress and a paper on social networks and resettlement of chronic inpatients which can only tangentially find a place in the book. The style of the papers and their length also suggest that they were designed for presentations rather than book chapters. As the volume does not contain any informed critical reviews or clearly presented debates the aims are far from being fulfilled. The book does succeed in giving a perspective on the skills of speech and language therapists and the useful contribution they could make as members of a multidisciplinary team. This is the third edition of what has become known in the world of health sciences librarianship as 'the core list'. A checklist of the essential books and journals in a wide range of medical related specialties, it is intended as a guide for a 'small or medium sized library in a hospital or comparative medical institution'. The preface reports that the total cost of purchasing would be £125 253 while simply to purchase new editions and resubscribe to the journals would be £14583. New subjects in this edition include evidence-
